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Three facts of His ministry 
lead to a surprising conclusion.
By W illiam  G . Johnsson
Th e  r u b r ic  “ f r e e d o m ”  g a th e r s  a n  o d d  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  b e d f e l -lo w s .  W h a t  is m o s t  s u r p r i s in g  a b o u t  th i s  m o t le y  c r o w d  is 
t h a t  so  m a n y  o f  its n u m b e r  m a k e  
a p p e a l  to  J e s u s  C h r is t .
O n  th e  F a r  L e f t ,  p e o p le  t h r o w  
b o m b s — a n d  c la im  s u p p o r t  f ro m  
J e s u s  C h r i s t .  T o  t h e m  H e  w a s  th e  
id e a l  o f  th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y — O n e  w h o  
s e t .o u t  t o  to p p le  so c ia l  in s t i tu t io n s  o f  
H i s  d a y  a n d  w h o  d ie d  in th e  a t t e m p t .  
It w a s  a  G e r m a n  p a s t o r ,  D ie t r ich  
B o n h o e f f e r ,  w h o  jo in e d  th e  a b o r t iv e  
b o m b  p lo t  o n  th e  life o f  A d o l f  H i t le r .  
L ib e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t s  in R h o d e s i a ,  
l ike  th e  c iv i l - r ig h ts  c r u s a d e  in  th e  
U . S . ,  a r e  led b y  m in i s te r s  w h o s e  
m o t iv a t io n  is a n  a r o u s e d  C h r is tia n  
c o n s c i e n c e .
Y e t  J e s u s  is a l s o  u s e d  to  b u t t r e s s  
th e  s t a tu s  q u o .  S o m e  o f  th e  m o s t  
v e h e m e n t  a d v o c a t e s  o f  “ A m e r i c a —  
L o v e  It  o r  L e a v e  I t ”  a n d  “ S h a p e  U p  
o r  S h ip  O u t ”  a r e  to  b e  f o u n d  in th e  
B ib le  B e lt .  T h e  “ f r e e d o m ”  o f  J e s u s  
is th e  f r e e d o m  o f  s o c i e ty  a s  it is 
c o n s t i t u t e d  n o w ;  th e  a p p e a l  to  J e s u s  
a s  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  is b l a s p h e m o u s .
T h e n  t h e r e  is a  th i rd  m a j o r  g ro u p .  
T h e y  lo o k  to  J e s u s  a s  a  s t r ic t ly  in d i-
v id u a l  e x a m p l e .  In H is  n a m e  th e y  
tu r n  th e i r  b a c k s  o n  “ th e  w o r l d . ”  At 
its p u r e s t ,  th is  t e n d e n c y  le a d s  u l t i -
m a t e l y  t o  t h e  m o n a s t e r y .  I t  is  
e s p o u s e d  in m o d if ied  f o r m s  b y  m a n y  
d e v o u t  C h r i s t i a n s ,  h o w e v e r .  J e s u s  
o f f e r s  f r e e d o m  f r o m  s i n — w h i c h  
c o m e s  a c r o s s  a s  s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  
w o r ld ly  s t r u c tu r e s .  T h u s ,  J e s u s  w a s  
e s s e n t i a l ly  a “ l o n e r ”  in H is  s o c i e ty ,  
a n d  so  will H is  f o l lo w e r s  b e  t o d a y .  
O r ,  p u t  less  g r a c io u s ly ,  th e  w a y  o f  
C h r i s t  is a  “ c o p o u t . ”
S o m e t h in g  o b v io u s ly  is w r o n g  
h e r e .  J e s u s  c a n n o t  leg i t im iz e  b o th  
th e  b o m b - th r o w e r s  a n d  th e  s t a tu s  
q u o .  H e  c a n n o t  s u p p o r t  in d i s c r im i-
n a t e  s e x  a n d  f a i t h f u l n e s s  to  b u t  o n e  
p a r t n e r  in m a r r ia g e — let a lo n e  c e l i -
b a c y !  H e  c a n n o t  b e  th e  c h a m p i o n  o f  
so c ia l  r e f o r m e r s  a n d  a l s o  th e  e x a m -
ple  f o r  th o s e  w h o  “ c o p  o u t ”  f r o m  
so c ia l  c o n c e r n s .  J e s u s  m a y  b e  M r .  
F r e e d o m ,  b u t  f r e e d o m  to  d o  w h a t?
T h e  th e o lo g ia n s  d o  n o t  r e m o v e  th e  
d i l e m m a .  T h e y  to o  a r e  d iv id e d  in 
t h e i r  in t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  J e s u s .  N in e -  
t e e n t h - c e n t u i y  t h e o lo g y  w a s  p r e o c -
c u p ie d  w i th  th is  t a s k :  to  r e c o v e r  th e  
r e a l  J e s u s ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  J e s u s .  
H u n d r e d s  o f  b io g r a p h ie s  o f  J e s u s  
w e r e  w r i t t e n  in G e r m a n ,  F r e n c h ,  
a n d  E n g l i sh .  B u t ,  a s  D r. A lb e r t  
S c h w e i t z e r  s h o w e d  in T h e  Q u e s t o f  
th e  H is to r ic a l J e su s ,  all f a i le d .  E v e r y  
w r i t e r  in t e r p r e t e d  J e s u s  a c c o r d i n g  to  
h i s  o w n  l i g h t s ;  t h e  J e s u s  w h o  
e m e r g e d  w a s  a  re f le c t io n  o f  n in e -
te e n t h - c e n t u r y  idea ls .
S c h w e i t z e r  h im s e l f  s e t  o u t  a r a d i -
ca l ly  n e w  p o r t r a i t .  H is  J e s u s  w a s  a n  
a p o c a l y p t i c  v i s i o n a r y ,  O n e  w h o  
th o u g h t  t h a t  H is  p r e a c h in g  w o u ld  
b r in g  in th e  k in g d o m  a n d  w h o  a t  last 
t h r e w  H im s e l f  o n  th e  w h e e l  o f  f a te  
to  a c c o m p l i s h  th a t  t a s k  w h e n  H is  
p r e a c h i n g  fa i le d .  M o r e  r e c e n t ly ,  
h o w e v e r ,  S . G .  F .  B r a n d o n ,  in J e su s  
a n d  th e  Z e a lo ts ,  a rg u e d  th a t  J e s u s  
w a s  c o n n e c t e d  w i th  th e  po li t ica l  
h o t h e a d s  o f  J e r u s a l e m — th e  rad ica l  
f r in g e  w h o  e v e n tu a l ly  led th e  re v o l t  
a g a in s t  R o m e .  T h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  m o d -
e r n  Biblical s c h o l a r s ,  on  th e  o th e r  
h a n d ,  h a v e  g iv e n  u p  th e  a t t e m p t  to  
p a in t  a  p o r t r a i t  o f  th e  a c tu a l  J e s u s .  
T h e y  r e m a in  sk e p t ic a l  th a t  th e  h is -
to r ic a l  J e s u s  c a n  b e  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  
th e  m is t s  o f  a n t i q u i t y ,  a n d  th e y  
d o u b t  th a t  H e  w o u ld  b e  r e l e v a n t  to  
tw e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  th o u g h t  a n d  c o n -
d u c t  e v e n  if H e  c o u ld .
H a v e  w e  r e a c h e d  a n  im p a s s e ?  Is 
e v e r y  a d v o c a t e  o f  a n e w  ty p e  o f  
l ib e ra t io n  to  b a n d y  a b o u t  th e  n a m e  
o f  J e s u s  a t  w ill?
N o t  a t  all . G r a n t e d  th a t  th e r e  a re  
f o r m id a b le  p r o b l e m s  in in te rp re t in g  
J e s u s ;  y e t  th e  t a s k  is n o t  h o p e le s s .
W e  k n o w  m o r e  a b o u t  H im  th a n  a l -
m o s t  a n y  o t h e r  f igu re  o f  a n t iq u i ty .  If 
m a n y  d e ta i l s  o f  H is  life a n d  t e a c h -
ings  r e m a in  o b s c u r e ,  th e  c o n t o u r s  
m a y  b e  s k e t c h e d ,  a s  D r .  L . E . K e c k  
h a s  n o w  s h o w n  in A  F u tu re  f o r  th e  
H is to r ic a l J e su s .  T h o s e  c o n t o u r s  in -
d ic a t e  th r e e  f a c t s  th a t  b e a r  d i r e c t l y  
o n  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  J e s u s  a n d  f r e e -
d o m .
Jesus W as a Liberator
M a t th e w  4 ,  v e r s e s  23 a n d  24 , p r o -
v id e s  a  f a i r  s u m m a r y  o f  th e  m is s io n  
o f  J e s u s  a s  it is d e v e lo p e d  in all f o u r  
G o s p e l  a c c o u n t s :
Jesus traveled all through Galilee 
teaching in the Jewish synagogues, e v -
eryw here  preaching the G ood News 
about the Kingdom of Heaven. And he 
healed every kind of sickness and dis-
ease. The report of  his miracles spread 
far  beyond the borders of Galilee so that 
sick folk were soon coming to be healed 
from as far away as Syria. And w hatever 
their illness and pain, or if they were 
possessed by dem ons, or were insane, or 
p a r a l y z e d  — h e  h e a l e d  t h e m  all  
(T .L .B.) .*
It is in d i s p u ta b le  t h a t  J e s u s  s p e n t  
m u c h  o f  H is  p u b l ic  m in i s t ry  in a c t s  
o f  h ea l in g .  M a n y  o f  t h o s e  a c t s  w e re  
e x o r c i s m s .  T h e  b a c k d r o p  to  th e  
h e a l in g s  a n d  e x o r c i s m s  is a  co n f l ic t :  
m a n  is b o u n d ,  a v ic t im  o f  d i s e a s e  o r  
d e m o n s ,  a n d  J e s u s  c o m e s  to  lo o se  
h im  (e .g . .  L u k e  13:10-16). O r  th e  
a n a lo g y  c h a n g e s :  m a n  is g ro p in g  in 
d a r k n e s s ,  a n d  J e s u s  c o m e s  to  s h e d  
l ight u p o n  his w a y  ( M a t t .  4 :1 5 ,  16).
In th e  G o s p e l  o f  L u k e  th e  la n -
g u a g e  o f  l ib e ra t io n  is  e s p e c ia l ly  
c le a r - c u t .  H e r e  th e  m in i s t ry  o f  J e s u s  
c o m m e n c e s  w i t h  t h e  s e r m o n  a t
W illia m  G . J o h n s s o n  is a p r o fe s s o r  
o f  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  s tu d ie s  a t  A n -
d re w s  U n iv e rs ity , B errien  S p r in g s , 
M ic h ig a n .
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N a z a r e t h ,  w i th  i ts  p r o g r a m m a t i c  
q u o ta t i o n  f r o m  I s a ia h :
“ The spirit of the Lord is upon me; he 
has appointed me to p reach  Good News 
to the poor; he has sent me to heal the 
brokenhear ted  and  to  announce  that cap -
tives shall be released and the blind shall 
see, that the do w ntrodden  shall be freed 
from  their o ppresso rs ,  and that God is 
ready to give blessings to all who come 
to h im ”  (Luke 4:18, 19, T .L .B .) .
G o r d o n  Y o d e r ,  in h is  r e c e n t  b o o k  
e n t i t l e d  T h e  P o l i t ic s  o f  J e s u s ,  s u g -
g e s t s  th a t  J e s u s  h e r e  a n n o u n c e s  H is  
m i s s io n  in t e r m s  o f  th e  O ld  T e s t a -
m e n t  ju b i l e e — t h e  y e a r  o f  r e l e a s e .  
W h e t h e r  o r  n o t  Y o d e r  is c o r r e c t ,  it is 
c l e a r  t h a t ,  f o r  L u k e ,  J e s u s  is th e  
F r i e n d  a n d  H e l p e r  o f  so c ia l  o u t -
c a s t s .  T h r o u g h o u t  th e  G o s p e l  w e  
find J e s u s  f r a t e r n i z in g  w i th  f r in g e  
g r o u p s — “ p u b l i c a n s  a n d  s i n n e r s , ”  
G e n t i l e s ,  th e  p o o r ,  a n d  w o m e n .
In th e  f o u r t h  G o s p e l  th e  l ib e ra t io n  
o f  J e s u s  is c o u c h e d  in t e r m s  o f  ig- 
n o r a n c e - k n o w l e d g e .  M a n  is a  s l a v e  
to  s in ,  b u t  is u n a w a r e  o f  it. J e s u s  
c o m e s  w i th  th e  t r u th  th a t  s e t s  m e n  
f r e e :  “ Y o u  will k n o w  th e  t r u th ,  a n d  
th e  t r u th  will s e t  y o u  f r e e .  . . .  If  th e  
S o n  s e t s  y o u  f r e e ,  y o u  will in d e e d  be
* From The Living Bible. Paraphrased 
(W heaton: Tyndale House Publishers, 1971). 
Used by permission.
f r e e . ”  “ M y  p u r p o s e  is  t o  g iv e  l ife  in 
all i ts f u l l n e s s ”  ( J o h n  8 :32-36 ;  10:10, 
T . L . B . ) .
It  is  p la in ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  th e  
m o d e r n  e m p h a s i s  o n  J e s u s  a s  l i b e ra -
t o r  is n o t  w i th o u t  f o u n d a t i o n  in  th e  
h is to r i c a l  J e s u s .  J e s u s  C h r i s t  w a s  
M r .  F r e e d o m  p a r  e x c e l l e n c e !
B u t  w e  h a v e  still t o  spe l l  o u t  th e  
c o n te n t  o f  th e  f r e e d o m  th a t  J e s u s  
o f f e r e d .  T h i s  le a d s  u s  to  th e  s e c o n d  
s ig n if ic a n t  f a c t .
Jesus W as Executed
C h r i s t i a n  p a r l a n c e  c o m m o n l y  
r e f e r s  to  th e  “ d e a t h ”  o f  J e s u s ,  o r  
H i s  “ s a c r i f i c e . ”  T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
d a t u m  is ,  h o w e v e r ,  th i s :  H e  w a s  e x -
e c u te d .  A f t e r  a  tr ia l  H e  w a s  p u t  to  
d e a t h  p u b l ic ly  b e t w e e n  t w o  f e lo n s .
N o  a s p e c t  o f  th e  s t o r y  o f  J e s u s  
C h r i s t  is  m o r e  s u r e  t h a n  th i s .  C e r -
ta in ly  th e  c r i t ic  h a s  n e v e r  s u g g e s te d  
th a t  th e  C ru c i f ix io n  w a s  a n  i n v e n t io n  
o f  H is  fo l lo w e r s !  T h e  c r o s s  in th e  
a n c i e n t  w o r ld  w a s  a  r e p u g n a n t  s y m -
b o l:  it s t o o d  f o r  ig n o m in y  a n d  s u f -
f e r in g ,  a  p u b l ic  d is p la y  o f  th e  f a t e  o f  
th o s e  w h o  w o u ld  o p p o s e  th e  i ron  
c la s p  o f  R o m a n  ru le .
Y e t  th i s  f a c t — th e  e x e c u t io n  o f  
J e s u s — is s u r e ly  th e  c e n t r a l  d a t u m  in 
a n y  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  J e s u s  a n d  f r e e -
d o m .  C le a r l y ,  J e s u s  w a s  n o t  a n  in -
n o c u o u s  c h a r a c t e r :  a  m i lk s o p  J e s u s






w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  c o m e  to  g r i e f  o n  a 
R o m a n  c r o s s !
J e s u s ,  in f a c t ,  in sp i te  o f  H is  h u -
m i l i ty ,  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a  th r e a t  to  
v e s t e d  in t e r e s t s  in  H is  s o c i e ty .  W h a t  
H e  s to o d  f o r  w a s  in im ica l  to  th e  
h i e r a r c h y ,  a n d  e v e n tu a l ly  th e  o n ly  
w a y  o u t  w a s  to  h a v e  H im  r e m o v e d .  
W h e t h e r  w e  w is h  to  p in  th e  b la m e  o n  
th e  J e w i s h  o r  th e  R o m a n  a u th o r i t i e s  
is b e s id e  th e  p o in t :  th e  e x e c u t io n  o f  
J e s u s  p o in t s  in e x o r a b ly  to  th e  c h a l -
lenge  H e  p r e s e n t e d  to  th e  s o c i e ty  o f  
H is  d a y .
In f a c t ,  th e  G o s p e l s — all f o u r  o f  
t h e m — d e p ic t  a  J e s u s  in c o n t r o v e r s y  
t h r o u g h o u t  H is  m in i s t ry .  H e  d i s -
p u te s  w i th  th e  re l ig io u s  l e a d e r s  o v e r  
th e  m a n n e r  o f  S a b b a t h  o b s e r v a n c e .  
H e  f r e e ly  i n t e r p r e t s  th e  la w s  o f  
M o s e s  ( “ Y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  . . . it . . . 
sa id  . . . b u t  I tell y o u ” ), H e  c la s h e s  
w i th  H e r o d .  H is  d e n u n c ia t i o n  o f  th e  
r e l i g i o u s  h i e r a r c h y  is  s c a t h i n g :  
“ H y p o c r i t e s  . . . w h i te d  s e p u l c h r e s  
. . . b lind  g u i d e s . ”  In d e e d ,  th e  c r o s s  
a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  s t o r y  is n o t  a t  all a  
s u r p r i s e — it h a s  b e c o m e  in e v i ta b le  
to  th e  d is c e r n in g  r e a d e r .  T h is  is th e  
c o n d e m n a t i o n ,  t h a t  m e n  lo v e  d a r k -
n e s s  r a t h e r  t h a n  l igh t;  w h e n  th e  light 
c o m e s  in to  th e  w o r ld  th e i r  r e s p o n s e  
c a n  o n ly  be: P u t  o u t  th e  light!
T h e  f a c t  o f  th e  e x e c u t io n  o f  J e s u s  
sh o u ld  g iv e  p a u s e  to  t h o s e  C h r i s -
t i a n s  w h o  h a v e  c h o s e n  th e  “ c o p o u t ”  
r o a d  in so c ia l  q u e s t i o n s .  J e s u s  w a s  
n o  c o p o u t !
L ik e w is e ,  it sh o u ld  c a u s e  s e r io u s  
m isg iv in g s  a m o n g  th o s e  w h o  s e e k  to  
l e g i t i m i z e  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o  in  H i s  
n a m e .  It w a s  th e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  th a t  
e r e c t e d  th e  c r o s s .  W h o  will d a r e  to  
s a y  th a t  th e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  h a s  b e e n  
C h r i s t i a n i z e d ?
D o e s  th e n  J e s u s  t a k e  H is  p lac e  
a m o n g  th e  r a d i c a l s  o f  th e  N e w  L e f t ?  
Is  soc ia l  i n v o l v e m e n t  th e  n e w  e v a n -
g e l i s m ?  W e  tu r n  to  th e  th i rd  f a c t  
b e f o r e  us .
Jesus Renounced Force
T h is  f a c t  is le s s  p a la ta b le  to  th e  
m o d e r n  a d v o c a t e s  o f  l ib e ra t io n .  
T h e y  w o u ld  like to  s to p  th e  d i s c u s -
s io n  a t  th e  e x e c u t io n ,  w ith  J e s u s ,  th e  
O n e  w h o  w o r k s  a n d  p r e a c h e s  f r e e -
d o m ,  su f fe r in g  a  m a r t y r ’s d e a th  a t  
th e  h a n d s  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  po l i t ica l  
f o r c e s .  T h e n  H e  is m e r e ly  a  p a w n  
a m o n g  th e  p o w e r  b r o k e r s  o f  soc ia l  
in s t i tu t io n s .
B u t  h i s to ry  will n o t  a l lo w  th is  e a s y  
r e s o lu t i o n  o f  th e  e n ig m a  o f  J e s u s .  It 
is n o t  b y  c h a n c e  th a t  th e  c r o s s  b e -
c a m e  th e  s y m b o l  o f  th e  n e w  re l ig ion  
d e r i v e d  f r o m  H i m .  It is  n o t  b y  
c h a n c e  th a t  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  e a r ly  
C h r i s t i a n  p r e a c h i n g  w a s  th e  s to r y  o f  
a cru c i f ied  M e s s i a h — fo o l i s h n e s s  to  
th e  G r e e k s ,  a  s c a n d a l  to  th e  J e w s .  It 
is n o t  b y  c h a n c e  th a t  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  
p e r s o n a l  C h r i s t i a n  liv ing  e m p l o y s  
th e  t e r m in o lo g y  o f  “ d e a t h ”  a n d  
“ c r u c i f i x i o n , ”  e s p e c i a l l y  in  t h e  
w r i t in g s  o f  P au l .  F o r  C h r i s t i a n i ty  is 
m o r e  th a n  th e  s t o r y  o f  a  g o o d  M a n  
w h o  d i e d  o n  a c r o s s  ( a n d  r o s e  
a g a in )— it is w i tn e s s  to  a li fe  l iv ed ,  
w h ic h  c u lm in a t e d  in a d e a th  o n  a 
R o m a n  c r o s s .  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  th e  
m is s io n  o f  J e s u s  w a s  th e  c ro s s - l i f e  
a n d  c r o s s - d e a t h .
J e s u s  w a s  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y — b u t  
n o t  in th e  m a n n e r  th a t  a n a r c h i s t s  
w o u ld  like. T h e  z e a lo t  o p t io n  w a s  
o p e n  to  h im ,  b u t  it s e e m s  c le a r  th a t  
H e  d e l ib e r a t e ly  t u r n e d  f r o m  it. In -
s t e a d  o f  th e  a p p e a l  to  a r m s  to  c h a n g e  
so c i e ty ,  H e  to o k  u p  a  w e a p o n  so  
ra d ic a l  t h a t  n o  s o c i e ty  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  
bo ld  e n o u g h  to  a d o p t  it— th e  c ro s s .  
T h e  c r o s s  is in d iv id u a l ly  a n d  so c ie -  
ta l iy  t r a n s f o r m in g .  It s t a n d s  f o r  v o l -
u n ta r y  s u b o r d in a t i o n ,  f o r  th e  se lf-  
c o n s c i o u s  r e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  f o r c e .
“ If  a n y o n e  w a n t s  to  b e  a  fo l lo w e r  
o f  m in e ,  let h im  d e n y  h im se l f  a n d  
t a k e  u p  h is  c r o s s  a n d  fo l lo w  m e , "  
s a y s  J e s u s  (M a t t .  16:24, T .L . B . ) .  In
th e  f a m o u s  S e r m o n  o n  th e  M o u n t  
H e  d e s c r ib e s  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  H is  k in g d o m :  th e  
p o o r  in sp i r i t ,  th e  h u m b l e ,  th e  m e r -
c i fu l ,  th e  p e a c e m a k e r s ,  t h o s e  w h o  
h u n g e r  a n d  th i r s t  f o r  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  
th e  p e r s e c u t e d ,  th e  p u r e  in h e a r t .  
T h e y  d o  n o t  r e s i s t  evil w i th  ev i l ;  
th e y  d o  no t  d i s c r im in a t e  in th e i r  
lo v e ;  t h u s ,  th e i r  l ives  m i r r o r  th e  a c t s  
o f  th e  F a t h e r  in h e a v e n .
T h is  is th e  p a r a d o x  o f  th e  f r e e d o m  
o f  J e s u s .  It  is  f r e e d o m  t h r o u g h  
d e a th ,  f r e e d o m  th r o u g h  a n  u t t e r  
c h a n g e ,  a  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  In th e  
f o u r th  G o s p e l  it c o m e s  a c r o s s  like 
th is :  “ T h a t  w h ic h  is b o rn  o f  th e  flesh  
is f le sh :  a n d  th a t  w h ic h  is b o r n  o f  
S p ir i t  is sp i r i t .  . . .  Y e  m u s t  b e  b o r n  
a g a i n ”  ( J o h n  3 :6 ,  7).
A n d  so — it is f r e e d o m  to  love .  It is 
f r e e d o m  to  lo o k  u p o n  m a n  a s  m a n ,  
to  s e e  in e v e r y  h u m a n  b e in g — th e  
b u t c h e r ,  th e  b a k e r ,  th e  c a n d le s t i c k -  
m a k e r ;  r e d ,  y e l l o w ,  b l a c k ,  a n d  
w h i te — a  so n  o f  G o d .  It is f r e e d o m  
f r o m  p r e j u d i c e ,  f r o m  h a t r e d ,  f r o m  
d i s c r im in a t io n .
F r e e d o m  th r o u g h  lo v e — it is still a 
l ive ly  o p t i o n .  G a n d h i  d e m o n s t r a t e d  
its p o t e n c y  a s  a  soc ia l  le v e r .  B u t  th e  
m a n  w h o  p r o b a b l y  u n d e r s t a n d s  it 
b e s t  to d a y  is A le k s a n d r  S o l z h e n i t -
sy n .  H e  l e a r n e d  th e  m e a n i n g  o f  
f r e e d o m — in a p r i s o n  ce l l !  It w a s  
w h e n  h e  h a d  lo s t  e v e r y t h in g  th a t  he  
b e c a m e  f r e e .  S o  h is  w r i t in g s  a r e  
m a r k e d  b y  a n  in c r e d ib le  la c k  o f  b i t -
t e r n e s s  t o w a r d  th o s e  w h o  m o s t  m i s -
u se d  him .
J e s u s  w as  M r .  F r e e d o m .  H e  f o u n d  
in H im s e l f  t h a t  l ib e ra t io n  o f  sp i r i t  
t h a t  c o m e s  f r o m  th e  c r o s s .  H e  l ived  
to  lead  o th e r s  to  th a t  s a m e  f r e e d o m .
A n d  H e  is M r.  F r e e d o m .  B o m b e r s  
a n d  f r e e  l o v e r s ,  a n a r c h i s t s  a n d  th e  
g a y  p e o p le  m a y  c la im  H is  s u p p o r t ,  
b u t  t h e y  fail a t  th e  c ru c ia l  p o in t .  
T h e y  a r e  n o t  r a d ic a l  e n o u g h .  It is th e  
c r o s s  a lo n e  th a t  s e t s  m e n  f r e e .  □
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